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Mango (Mangifera indica L.)

M. andamanica
M. nicobarica

M. camptosperma
M. sylvatica
M. khasiana

Why is it important to know?
Knowing about the diversity of plants is important because it helps us understand 
ecosystems, support conservation efforts, and discover resources for medicine, food, and 
sustainable living.
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Indian Phytodiversity

Known plant species (angiosperms): >22000

Updated list? X
Taxonomic keys? X

Photographs? X
Distribution? X

Threat Status? X
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Flora of India: 31 Volumes

Only 14 volumes published till 2023

Knowledge Gap!
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J.M. Garg
CMM, Indian Railways

A passionate naturalist & 
wildlife photographer. 

Creating awareness about our plants, birds, butterflies, etc. 

Author: A photoguide to the birds of Kolkata & Common 
birds of India. 

Worked on ‘Wikiproject Lepidoptera’ & ‘WikiProject Birds’ & 
contributed a lot to ‘Tree of Life Wikiproject’ of Wikipedia. 

Created Google e-group, i.e. ‘Efloraofindia’, in June 2007
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What is eFloraofIndia?

1. A citizen-driven digital platform for documenting Indian flora.
2. Operated entirely by volunteers.
3. Core of the model: Google e-group and website.
4. Participants include botanists, students, nature enthusiasts, etc.



eFloraofIndia: The Incredible Journey

J M Garg 
A passionate 
naturalist & 

wildlife 
photographer. 

Dinesh Valke 
Engineer by profession, 
Passionate about plant 

names in Indian 
languages

Prof Gurcharan Singh 
Passionate Botanist

Prashant Awale
Passionate Naturalist

Dr Satish Phadke
Anesthetist and 

passionate naturalist

Dr Pankaj Kumar
Passionate Orchidologist

Dr Balkar Arya
Professor (Botany)

Dr Nidhan Singh
Professor (Botany)

Dr Vijayasankar R
National Botanist, USDA

and so on……..





>3500 members

>400000 pictures

>14000 species



Subject Area Experts
Dr. Manoj Chandran (Poaceae)

Dr. M. Sabu (Zingiberaceae, Marantaceae & Musaceae)

Late Dr. N.P. Balakishnan (Euphorbiaceae)

Dr. Chris Fraser-Jenkins (Pteridophytes)

Dr. V P Prasad (Cyperaceae)

Dr. Mayur Nandikar (Commelinaceae)

Dr. Wojciech Adamowski (Impatiens)

Dr. Anil Kumar (Poaceae)

Dr. V. Sampath Kumar (Lamiaceae)

Dr. Pascal Bruggeman (Arisaema)

Dr. Andrew Henderson (Arecaceae)

Dr. J R I Wood (Strobilanthes)

Dr. M. V. Krishnaraj (Fabaceae)

Dr. Shantanu Chavan (Alysicarpus)

Dr. M.K.Jana (Lentibulariaceae)

Dr. R. H. Archer (Celastraceae)

Dr. Mark Hughes (Begonia)

Dr. Sukla Chanda (Saliaceae)

Dr. Magnus Liden (Papaveraceae)

Dr. S. Panda (Ericaceae)

Dr. Late Bhaskar Veeralinga (Impatiens)

Dr. K M Prabhu Kumar (Zingiberaceae)

Dr. Subir Bandyopadhyay (Bauhinia & related genera)

Sh. Ron Kushner (Convolvulaceae)

Sh. Suhaib Firdous Yatoo (Fungi)

Dr. A B Nadaf & Dr. Rahul Zanan (Pandanaceae)

Sh. Pudji Widodo (Araceae, Aracaceae & Myrtaceae)

Sh. Late Krishan Lal (Himachal)

Dr. N. Sasidharan (Kerala)

Dr. A R Sivu (Memecylon)

Dr. Rajib Gogoi (Impatiens of Himalayas)

Sh. Chris Chadwell (Ladakh & North Western 

Himalayas)

Sh. Bhaskar Adhikari (Berberidaceae)

Sh. Varun Sharma (Ornamental plants & Maharashtra)

Sh. Ajinkya Gadave (Ornamental plants)

Smt. A. Lalithamba (Andhra Pradesh)

Smt. Radha Veach (Maharashtra)

Sh. Viplav Gangar (Maharashtra & Gujarat)

Sh. Satish Pardeshi (Maharashtra)

Sh. Prasad Dash (Orissa)

Sh. Raman Arunachalam (Bengaluru)

Sh. Nayan Singh (Madhya Pradesh)

Sh. Ashwini Bhatia (Himachal Pradesh)

Sh. Anil Thakur (Himachal Pradesh)

Sh. Santanu Dey (Meghalaya/ North East India)

Sh. M Sawmliana (Mizoram)

Sh. Samiran Panday (North East India)

Dr. Rakesh Singh (Gujrat)

Sh. Ashutosh Sharma (Himachal Pradesh & Fungi)

Dr. Alastair Culham (Europe)

Ms. Sheila (Europe)

Dr. G S Rawat (Western Himalayas)

Sh. Siddarth Machado (South India)

Dr. Ishwari Rai (Western Himalayas)

….and many more



www.efloraofindia.com

➢One of the biggest non-commercial plant-related websites

➢Unique of its kind globally

➢Completely free of advertisements

➢Based on a vast collection of photographic images of plants

➢Operates without any financial or professional organizational support
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➢Driven solely by the selfless efforts of its dedicated members

➢ Includes contributions from experts worldwide and volunteers from diverse 

backgrounds

➢Focused on documenting the flora of the Indian Subcontinent

➢Discussions and contributions take place on the eFloraofIndia Google e-group
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www.efloraofindia.com
A User-friendly Website







❖ One major achievement has 
been providing comparative 
images at genus and family 
pages, which generally one 
does not find anywhere in the 
world. 

❖ These serve as digital keys, 
much different from the 
traditional contextual keys.



Vernacular 
Names



Citizen Science Leading to Species Discovery

➢ Group members keep sharing photographs to identify unknown species.

➢ In several instances, these photos sparked discussions about their distinctness.

➢ Some of these organisms were later confirmed as a species new to science/ new records.

➢ A few notable examples are highlighted below:

Piper dravidii

(Maharashtra)

Combretum shivannae

(Karnataka)

Arisaema anatinum

(Arunachal Pradesh)

Henckelia umbellata

(Arunachal Pradesh)

Dendrophthoe gamblei

(Andhra Pradesh)

Photos: https://efloraofindia.com/



Citizen Science Leading to Species Discovery

➢ Distribution records of some rare and threatened plant species in India.

Sapria himalayana

A rare root 
parasite reported 
from Mizoram by 

an esteemed 
member

Photo Credit: M. Sawmliana



Citizen Science Leading to Species Discovery

➢ Distribution records of some rare and threatened plant species in India.

Zeuxine rolfiana

A critically 
endangered orchid 

reported from 
Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands, 
rediscovered after 

121 years

Photo Credit: Dr M. Madhavan



Citizen Science Leading to Species Discovery

➢ Distribution records of some rare and threatened plant species in India.

Phlogacanthus jenkinsii

Rediscovered after 140 
years

from Mizoram

Photo Credit: M. Sawmliana



Citizen Science Leading to Species Discovery

➢ Distribution records of some rare and threatened plant species in India.

Ipomoea acanthocarpa

Earlier known from 
Africa

Reported for the first 
time from India.

Photo Credit: Dr Rakesh P. Singh



eFloraofIndia Supports and Improves 
Google Lens Identifications

Enhances Accuracy: Validates and corrects plant identifications made by Google 
Lens using expert-reviewed content.

Rich Plant Database: Leverages India’s largest citizen-science-based flora 
repository with over 14,000 species.

Contextual Clarity: Provides ecological, geographical, and seasonal insights often 
missing in Google Lens results.

Community Support: Offers expert feedback through a collaborative platform to 
resolve doubtful or conflicting IDs.



How much value has eFloraofIndia created?

Estimated value: ₹1000 crore+ (possibly much higher if valued 
in international terms,  probably >$100 Million in the USA)

Based on:
• Thousands of hours contributed by passionate members
• Enterprise and brand value created over the years

Strengths:
• Invaluable contributions from top taxonomists and experts worldwide
• Participation from professionals across diverse fields
• Powered by passion, not profit

Brand identity:
• Difficult to replicate due to deep trust, collaboration, and community
• Continuously evolving, always feels like just the beginning



17 June 2007- July 2025 
Going well, Hale & Hearty!



Societal impact over financial return:

Not designed for profit but for the public good and botanical awareness

True value lies in the unmatched 
satisfaction and social contribution, 
worth several hundred crores in itself

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 

the world. indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.” — Margaret Mead



https://groups.google.com/g/indiantreepix

Join us to discuss and learn more about the 
Indian flora

Thank you!

(rkchoudhary@aripune.org)
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